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This book has grown out of a ministry that has spanned nearly four decades. It is built around the
conviction that theology does matter for theology has to do with words from God, words spoken
back to God and words spoken to the world. Luther once remarked something to the effect that
the cross alone is our theology. Before Luther there was the Apostle Paul who came to the
Corinthians with “the word of the cross” (1 Cor. 1:18) determined to know nothing among them
but Jesus Christ and Him crucified (see 1 Cor. 2:2). In essays, sermons, and homiletical studies
this volume seeks to continue that apostolic aim.A significant portion of this book is devoted to
sermons. Sermons, of course, are written to be preached rather than published. None the less,
there is value in reading sermons. Such reading is a way of meditating on God’s Word. This
reading might also prompt other preachers to explore an overlooked dimension of a text for their
proclamation. Sermons are never generic; they always have a context. Many of these sermons
were preached in Kramer Chapel on the campus of Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort
Wayne where the author has served as a professor since 2000. These sermons are preaching
for future preachers, equipping them in the way of Luther’s oratio, meditatio, and tentatio for the
burdens and joys of the pastoral office. There are occasional sermons from conferences,
funerals, and ordinary congregations. Over the years, Prof. Pless has preached at over thirty
ordinations or installations of pastors. A sampling of these sermons are included. They bear the
imprint of the bond that exist between professor and student. More importantly they promote
Jesus Christ as the Lord who calls men into the ministry and enlivens and sustains them there
with His Gospel for the good of His flock.The remainder of the book is devoted to essays in
pastoral theology covering the range of the author’s interest from Hermann Sasse to vocation,
liturgical practice to the Small Catechism, challenges to confessional Lutheranism in North
America to the office of the ministry. Many of these essays originated at conferences both in the
USA and abroad. The contents of this volume flow from the pulpit, desk, and podium of a man
who seeks not novelty or creativity but faithfulness to the word of the cross.
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Bror Erickson, “Solid Pastoral Theology. Pastor and professor Pless have long been a friend and
colleague who was not only formative in my seminary education but long been a confidant in
ministry. In my 17 years of ministry, I have enjoyed the continued mentorship of this man whose
counsel is valued. A founder of Logia Journal which I used to read in the library as an undergrad
student preparing for ministry, it has also been an honor to work with him as a contributor to
1517 blogs and the Craft of Preaching. His writing is superb, with a blend of both book
knowledge and practical experience. As a collection of sermons, especially ordination and
installation sermons, as well as essays on pastoral theology written during a storied career,
pastor craft makes for great pastoral study and contemplation. I miss the days at seminary when
we would meet for a pint or two after class parties, his infamous AA meetings (antinomians
anonymous), so instead, I pour myself a pint and read one of his essays. I cannot recommend
this book highly enough.”

Jill Killian, “An Exceptional Resource. Professor John Pless has compiled a most useful
assortment of essays, sermons and suggestions for Lenten and Advent series culled from a
lifetime of careful and devoted service. This is a resource that will be exceedingly useful for new
pastors and old war horses alike, as the material is of timeless quality. Faithful theology, strong
insight born of experience, and a depth of material that will be repeatedly useful. This work is
well worth your time.”

william shamburger, “Practical Theology at Its Best. This remarkable collection of sermons and
essays delivers thoughtful and practical readings in various areas of theology, life and practical
ministry. A devotional reading of the collected sermons and essays is recommended, as each
exudes the good news of the forgiveness of sins on account of the Savior who will build his
church and use the mouth of the preacher to deliver his gifts. Numerous practical preaching
helps during the liturgical year are included, along with some rarely published installation,
ordination and funeral sermons. This is definitely not a "one and done" read, but will be one of
the books to which I will regularly return for hearing God's clear Word of both Law and Gospel
throughout the various seasons of life and ministry. You will not regret having this treasure in your
library, and thank you to Dr. Pless for putting together this wonderful collection for the benefit of
his brothers in the ministry of Christ.”

Darrin Sheek, “Faithful Theology Put Into Faithful Practice. John Pless is a master craftsman,
and like a true craftsman, he has spent much of his life learning his craft, refining his skills, and
passing his craft onto others. I never took a class from John Pless, but he has been my mentor
and I his apprentice. He has instructed me, shaped me, and refined me as a pastor through his
published writings. Pastor Craft is a sample collection of sermons, articles, and essays that will
demonstrate and encourage faithful proclamation of the Gospel of Christ and practical



application of Christ-centered theology to the care of souls. I am grateful for this publication
knowing others will benefit as I have from the well-seasoned wisdom and faithful practice of a
man dedicated to his craft: training pastors, preaching Christ, and caring for souls.”

Zachary Oedewaldt, “An Excellent Collection. "All pastors remain amateurs" (26). So preaches
Professor John Pless, paraphrasing another certain theologian. While that statement is certainly
true, there are more knowledgeable, studious, and well-spoken pastors frolicking in that field of
amateurs. This collection of sermons and essays written over the years reveals that Professor
Pless is, indeed, one of those. Whether it is a walk through Advent, a look at liturgy or Luther, or
a discussion on vocation and our lives together, Christ's cross and His forgiveness remain at the
center of each section in Pastor Craft. It is a most useful book for any budding theologian, newly
ordained pastor, or seasoned veteran. We are always amateurs and students. Pastor Craft will
help make us all just a bit better at our task.”

Philip Bartelt, “Practical and confessional. I've waited to write a review until now because the last
nine months have been my first nine months of pastoral ministry. After all this time reading this
book alongside regularly preaching, teaching, and caring for souls I have to say that this is an
absolutely invaluable collection of essays, journal articles, sermons, etc. Pless explains and
demonstrates what it means to be a carer of souls with writing that is deeply rooted in the
tradition of the Small Catechism and the pastoral writing of Hermann Sasse. This book has been
imminently practical and intellectually fruitful. I highly encourage others to pick it up and read it
again and again”

Bryan Wolfmueller, “Orthodoxy is practical.. Pr Pless brings forward the truth of the Lord's word
to guide the word of pastors, shape the hearts of hearers, and cleanse the consciences of the
Lord's people. God be praised for this collection, which shows how the Lord uses pastors to give
wisdom and comfort us His people.”

The book has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 10 people have provided feedback.
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